Travel, fun and discovery

Volleyball: Chaumont - Volleyball champions
2017 French AM league, European runners-up
and 2017 French Superbowl winners

Pastimes

Explore: nearly 1,900km of paths for walking,
horse-riding or cycling; also grande randonnée hiking trails such as the Marie Calvès circuit, and the nearby pilgrimage routes of the Via
Francigena, Jeanne d’Arc way and the Camino
Hunting: 250,000hectares of forest covering
almost half the département (wild boar, roe
deer, stags)
Fishing: 1,800km of rivers, 5 lakes, 900km
of watercourses (salmon, trout, carp, pike,
greyling)
Champagne-Burgundy Canal: canal boat trips
or country walks along the tow-path
And many more activities: canoeing, rockclimbing, mini-golf, microlighting, bowling, etc.

Gastronomy
Game, mushrooms,
Burgundy truffles,
Meures snails, l’Ideal
Chaumontais (local
cake), specialist
cheeses, honey,
champagne, craft

Rural heritage
Fountains, wash-houses (Buez, Vignory), wayside crosses, dovecotes and pigeon lofts
(Vraincourt), chapels (Roocourt), châteaux and
abbeys.

Events
Graphic Design Biennale (May), Grand Pardon
de Chaumont religious festival (June 2018),
Book Fair (November), Medieval festivals (June),
Pig Festival (November), Nogent Carnival (June),
Autumn Festival, Bernard Dimey Festival (May),
Bread Festival, Saint Vincent festival.

Craft industries
Cutlery and scissors Nogent: Cutlery museum
open from April to October, artisan cutlerymakers at Biesles, Nogent, Poulangy.
Mirror-works of Chaumont and Ceramic
workshop at Luzy-sur-Marne.
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Chaumont area
Population: 47,868
Area: 926.95 km2 – 63 communes
Office de Tourisme Chaumont Destinations
7 avenue du Général de Gaulle - 52000 CHAUMONT
Tél. +33 (0)3 25 03 80 80
office-tourisme.chaumont@wanadoo.fr
Tourist Office - Team R. Pelletier, E. Girardot, P. Lemoine, Chap-Lou
History and Heritage

www.tourisme-chaumont-champagne.com
Follow us on social media
Office-tourisme Pays de Chaumont /
ot_chaumont

At a glance
Chaumont & surrounding area

Chaumont

Covered market
Town hall

Viaduct, night-time illuminations

Lying between Champagne and Burgundy,
Chaumont and its countryside has a rich history and has been home to some illustrious
characters.
There were the Counts of Champagne, who
built Chaumont castle, the only remains of
which are the 12th century dungeons. In 1476,
Jean de Montmirel, a bishop born in Chaumont,
initiated the Grand Pardon religious festival,
held whenever 24 June falls on a Sunday, to
celebrate privileges granted to the city by Pope
Sixtus IV. In the 17th century, the Bouchardon
family, a long line of Chaumont sculptors,
embellished its buildings with reredos, pulpits
and gilded wooden altars. In the second half of
the 19th century, Gustave Dutailly, a keen collector, bequeathed a major collection of posters to
the city. The founding of a Graphic Design festival in 1989, the conversion of a grain silo into
a space devoted to books and posters and the
opening of the National Graphic Design Centre
(le Signe), all help to make Chaumont the “City
of the Poster”.

Turret house

Viaduct

Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises

La Boisserie

“If one day, after I have gone, someone wants to mark
this place, this is the spot they should choose ... but
it should be very simple, no statue ... only perhaps a
cross of Lorraine.” (General de Gaulle)
Colombey-les-Deux-Eglises was made famous by
General de Gaulle who bought La Boisserie in 1934. This
family home became the place he came to reflect and to
write. The landscape still bears the mark of his presence,
with the huge Cross of Lorraine towering above his
Memorial. The Memorial, inaugurated in October 2008,
completes the journey of remembrance centred on the
General’s family home and burial place. Going beyond a
traditional presentation of the man who gave the Appeal
of 18th June, and went on to become the President of
France, this Memorial is a true rendezvous with history.
Champcourt wash-house Charles de Gaulle Memorial

Cross of Lorraine

Vignory

Lying in disputed territory between the
Suessiones and Lingones tribes, Vignory came to
prominence in the 10th century under the reign
of Guy I, a Norman who built the castle and the
Eglise Saint-Etienne.
A prosperous area up until the 18th century, known
for its hosiery and ﬁne hotels, Vignory, the capital of the canton, lost its inﬂuence at the start of
the 20th century due to the re-routing of the route
nationale and the siting of metalworks along the
banks of the Marne.
Today, Vignory is a pleasant town that has managed to retain its medieval character through its
historical monuments, Vignory was named a
“Small
City of Character” in December 2012.
Church nave

Nogent

Aerial view of the castle

Nogent’s origins go far back in time, as
evidenced by the presence of megaliths
(dolmens).
Built on a rocky outcrop, the upper town
(400m) overlooks the lower town (300m)
below in the valley of the river Traire, a
tributary of the Marne. This was an ideal
location for a fortiﬁed castle and a major
stronghold of the Middle Ages. But it was
for its cutlery-making, based in Langres Dolmen
22km away that developed in the 17th century, that Nogent became known around
the world. This industry reached its peak
in the 19th century, employing some
9,000 craftsmen and labourers. It survived into the 20th century by diversifying.
Combining tradition and modernity, various ﬁrms (specialising in the manufacture
ns uments)
of prosthesis and surgical instruments)
grouped together to form Nogentech
with a ﬁrm eye to the future, as part of the
Haute-Champagne technology cluster.

Cutlery

